In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Versicles

Listen to my prayer, O God, do not ignore my plea;
hear me and answer me.

Evening, morning, and noon
| cry out in distress, and He hears my voice.

Cast your cares on the Lord and He will sustain you;
He will never let the righteous fall.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Reading Psalm 119:25-32
DALETH
My soul clings to the dust;
give me life according to your word!
26\When | told of my ways, you answered me;
teach me your statutes!
2’Make me understand the way of your precepts,
and | will meditate on your wondrous works.
28Mly soul melts away for sorrow;
strengthen me according to your word!
29pyt false ways far from me
and graciously teach me your law!
30| have chosen the way of faithfulness;
| set your just decrees before me.
31| cling to your testimonies, O LORD;
let me not be put to shame!
32 will run in the way of your commandments
when you enlarge my heart!

Reading Luke 7:18-35

18The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, calling two of his disciples to him, sent
them to the Lord, saying, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 2°And when the
men had come to him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, ‘Are you the one who is to
come, or shall we look for another?’” 21In that hour he healed many people of diseases and plagues and evil
spirits, and on many who were blind he bestowed sight. 22And he answered them, “Go and tell John what
you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear,
the dead are raised up, the poor have good news preached to them. 22And blessed is the one who is not
offended by me.”

24When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you
go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? »What then did you go out to see? A man
dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who are dressed in splendid clothing and live in luxury are in kings’



courts. 2What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell you, and more than a prophet. ?’This is he
of whom it is written,
“‘Behold, | send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way before you.’
28| tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom
of God is greater than he.” °(When all the people heard this, and the tax collectors too, they declared God
just, having been baptized with the baptism of John, 3%but the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected the
purpose of God for themselves, not having been baptized by him.)
31“To what then shall | compare the people of this generation, and what are they like? 32They are like
children sitting in the marketplace and calling to one another,
““We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
we sang a dirge, and you did not weep.’
3For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no wine, and you say, ‘He has a demon.’ 3*The
Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of
tax collectors and sinners!’ 3>Yet wisdom is justified by all her children.”

Devotion

O Lord,

have mercy upon us.
O Christ,

have mercy upon us.
O Lord,

have mercy upon us.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Prayer
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we, Your unworthy servants, give You humble and hearty thanks for all
the goodness and loving-kindness that You bestow on us. We praise You for our creation, preservation, and
all the blessings of this life. But above all, we bless You for Your boundless love in the redemption of the
world by our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. We implore You
to give us a right understanding of all Your mercies that our hearts may ever be deeply thankful and that we
may show forth Your praise with both our lips and our lives. Direct our lives in ways of holiness and
righteousness all our days that we may enjoy the testimony of a good conscience and the hope of Your



favor, be sustained and comforted in every time of trouble, and finally be received into Your everlasting
kingdom; through Christ Jesus, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Prayer
Almighty God, heavenly Father, give us grace to trust You during this time of illness and distress. In mercy
put an end to the epidemic that afflicts us. Grant relief to those who suffer, and comfort all that mourn.
Sustain all medical personnel in their labors, and cause Your people ever to serve You in righteousness and
holiness; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Blessed Lord Jesus Christ, at this hour You hung upon the cross, stretching out Your loving arms to embrace
the world in Your

death. Grant that all people of the earth may look to You and see their salvation; for Your mercy’s sake we
pray.

Amen.

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
Amen.
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